WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

An information processing apa^ratus comprising: 
communication control means fj6r connecting an external 
device so as to allow communication; and 

memory means for storing/information about a device 
mountable on said apparatus im a memory area which can be 
accessed by the external devZce via said communication 
control means. / 

2. The apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising 
transmission means for transmitting information in the 
memory area in accordance/with a request from the external 
device via said communication control means. 

3. The apparatus acQording to claim 1, wherein said 
communication control means comprises a communication 
control bus complying /with an IEEE-1394 standard. 

4. The apparatus according to claim 3, wherein the memory 
area is set in a conaLguration ROM defined by the IEEE-1394 
standard. / 

5. The apparatus according to claim 4, wherein position 
information uniqu^ to an electronic device is written in a 
node dependent i/^fo directory of the configuration ROM. 

^ . ^^^=r e apparatuo accordingyto claim ^/heroin the memory 
area is specified based upon/ Information held in a Instance 
Directory of the configuration ROM. 

7. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said memory 
means stores, in the memory area, information indicative of 




a device mountable on said information processing apparatus 
and a device which has already hfen mounted on said 
information processing apparati 

8. An information processing apparatus comprising: 

communication control means for connecting an external 
device so as to allow commu/nication; 

acquisition means far accessing a memory area of the 
external device via saicy communication control means and 
acquiring information apout a device on which the external 
device is mountable; and 

display contrcyl means for performing display based 
upon . tho inf ormtytiud acquli -edH p» - y said ar gnisition moanfj? — ' 

The apparatus according to^ claim 8, wherein said 
communication control means comprises a communication 
control bus complying with Xn IEEE-1394 standard. 
10 . Xho appg - ratuG acooyding to c l a i m .9, — wh^^r-p^-in <=^^-\r\ 



acquisition means accesses a Instance/Directory stored in 
a configuration ROM defined by the /eEE-1394 standard to 
acquire information about a device/ on which the external 
device is mountable. 

11. The apparatus according t6 claim 8, wherein said 
acquisition means acquires information indicative of a 
device on which the external/ device is mountable and 
indicative of whether each/device has already been mounted 
on the external device, ^and 

said display contz^rol means displays a device on which 
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-^fetee— et^^fe^^ffrai device— ars-^moij utable on the basis /of the 
information acquired by said acquisition mearys, and 
identif iably displays a device which has alreac^ been mounted 
on the external device, 

12. An information processing system cc^prising: 
communication control means for connfecting a plurality 

of information processing apparatuses yso as to allow 
communication; 

holding means for holding, in/ a first information 
processing apparatus, information ^bout a device mountable 
on said apparatus in a memory area which can be accessed by 
another information processing y^pparatus via said 
communication control means; 

acquisition means for Allowing a second information 
processing apparatus to acquire the information held in the 
memory area via said commianication control means; and 

display control me^ns for controlling display based 
upon the information acquired by said acquisition means in 
■&a-jrd^5econd' Irr f ormatic/n processing appai-atus . ' 

13. The system according toyblaim 12, wherein said 
communication contrc/1 me§^s comprises a communication 
control bus complyin^/^ith aji IEEE-1394 standard. 

14. The system^^6orc%j;ig to claim 13, wherein the memory 
area is set ip^ configuration ROM defined by the IEEE-1394 
standard^ 

be- sys t- em according Lu claim "14, wh ^ - rcin the me mory" 
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is an area speciriea Dased upon inf ormatioiji lieid in a 
Instance Directory of the configuration ROM. 

16. The system according to claim 12,whereirf said holding 
means holds, in the memory area, information indicative of 

5 a device mountable on said first informat/on processing 
apparatus and a device which has already b^en mounted on said 
information processing apparatus. 

17. The system according to claim J6, wherein said 
acquisition means acquires information indicative of a 

10 device on which said first information processing apparatus 
is mountable and a device which h^s already been mounted on 
said information processing apjparatus, and 

said display control meafns displays a device on which 
an external device is mountyable on the basis of the 

15 information acquired by s^id acquisition means, and 

identif iably displays a d^evice which has already been mounted 
on the external device 

18. A method of controlling an information processing 
apparatus having cojfoiunication control means for connecting 

20 an external device/^ so as to allow communication, and holding 
means for holdir/g information about a device mountable on 
the apparatus /n a memory area which can be accessed by the 
external devi/ce via the communication control means 
comprising: 

25 the l^ransmission step of transmitting the information 

about a device mountable on the apparatus, that is held in 



- 68 - 



^tix g^TT^p^Ty^Qry Pir(=^.;=i^ via the communi cation control mea^^s in 
accordance with a request from the external devioe via the 
communication control means. / 

19. A method of controlling an inf ormation/ processing 

5 apparatus having communication control means/ for connecting 
an external device so as to allow communication comprising: 
the acquisition step of accessing^ memory area of the 
external device via the communication control means and 
acquiring information about a devioe on which the external 
10 device is mountable; and / 

the display control step 6f performing display based 
upon the information acquired^ in the acquisition step. 

20. A method of controllLng an information processing 
system connected to a plu/ality of information processing 

15 apparatuses by communicarbion control means so as to allow 

communication comprisirig : 

the holding s-bep of holding, in a first information 

processing apparatus, information about a device mountable 

on the apparatus /n a memory area which can be accessed by 
20 another informaycion processing apparatus via the 

communication /control means; 

the accquisition step of allowing a second information 

processing apparatus to acquire the information in the memory 

area via l/he communication control means; and 
25 the display control step of controlling display based 

upon th4 information acquired in the acquisition step in the 
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✓ l^Tuuuiid inf o rmatiuii pi ocessl ng app a^ 
21. A storage medium which stores a control pi^i^gram for 
controlling an information processing apparati:!^^ having 
communication control means for connecting ajA external 
5 device so as to allow communication, and holding means for 
holding information about a device mountab3/e on the apparatus 
in a memory area which can be accessed bWxhe external device 
via the communication control means,/ the control program 
comprising a code of: 
10 the transmission step of transmitting the information 

about a device mountable on the/apparatus, that is held in 
the memory area, via the communication control means in 
accordance with a request f^om the external device via the 
communication control mea/is . 
15 22. A storage medium y^hich stores a control program for 
controlling an information processing apparatus having 
communication contr/Jl means for connecting an external 
device so as to a/low communication, the control program 
comprising code^ of: 
20 the acquisition step of accessing a memory area of the 

external deyice via the communication control means and 
acquiring yanformation about a device on which the external 
device ^ mountable; and 

he display control step of performing display based 
25 ^^jp ^ij/Llia ^ 'ihf uiitiaLiuii ' acquirod in thp a rq uisition st ^e^ — ^ 
23 . -j^^ inruruia L 4?eft^^ Qrocresj ^i n r y n pp n r n 1 -u. s rnmp -ri n g ; 
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,^j5eTrSnunicatioii lueauy ioi conne;z:ting an exrernal aevice 
so as to allow communication; 

memory means fo^e-^^op^nq function information 
indicative of a f unctiop^ 8^f^-s^<^ information processing 
apparatus in a prede^rmin^d memory area which can be 
Q - Gecoocd by said c^miiniiu± g ^t i nn mp a n s-. 

24. The apparatusXaccording to claim 23, wherein said 
communication means aomprises a communication control bus 
complying with an IEEE-1394 standard. 

25. The apparatus adcording to claim 24, wherein the 
predetermined memory area is a configuration ROM. 

26. The apparatus acqprding to claim 25, wherein the 



proc 



predetermined memory 
of the conf iguratidn ROM 
27. An information 

communication isn^ans 
external apparatuses 

acquisition means 



s a node dependent info directory 



paratus comprising : 
r connecting a plurality of 
allow communication; 
quiring function information 
of each apparatus from a pr^etermined memory area of each 
of the plurality of externalxapparatuses connected to said 
apparatus via said communicanion control means; and 

display means for displaying connection statuses of 
the plurality of external appalfatuses together with the 
function information acquired by said acquisition means. 
28. The apparatus according tc\ claim 27, further 
comprising : 



- 71 - 



u 

o 
m 

13 



be realized by a combination of the plu2y6lity of external 
apparatuses, on the basis of the informat/on acquired by said 
acquisition means; and 

presentation means for presenl^ing the function 
detected by said detection means "bo a user. 
29. The apparatus according to/claim 28, wherein said 
communication means comprises a/communication control bus 



tus accoj 



lory areal isi 



:us accorqrir 



to cla: 



IEEE-\39.4 st/andard. 

29, wherein the 
figuration ROM. 
Lng to claim 30, wherein the 
lis a node dependent info directory 



)ry areay 



complying with a 
10 30. The appar 
predetermined mi 
31- The appara 
predetermined mem< 
of the conf igurati^pn ROl 
15 32. An inf ormatior^\p;(:Q;efessing system comprising: 

communication mfeans for connecting a plurality of 
information processi/ig apparatuses so as to allow 
communication; 

acquisition /means for acquiring, via said 
20 communication mea^ns in a first information processing 

apparatus as at yleast one of said plurality of information 
processing apparatuses, function information of each 
apparatus fronya predetermined memory area of an information 
processing apparatus connected to said first information 
25 processing ajtparatus; and 

display means for displaying connection statuses of 
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^l i e ijl airality ot liiIoritiaLlun procei ^ bliiLj uppar a turses toget h er - 
with the function information acquired by sa^d acquisition 
means in said first information processing^ apparatus. 
33. The system according to claim 32, v/herein said first 
information processing apparatus furthe^r comprises: 

detection means for detecting ar function, which can 
be realized by a combination of the/plurality of external 
apparatuses, on the basis of the function information 



means 



detection 



acquired by said a^ 

presentati 
detected by said 
34 . The system 
said communicatio 
bus complying with 
35. The system acch^ 
predetermined memory 



rding ti 



means 



^tion megrtns; and 

esenting the function 
a user./ 

acterized in that 
rises a communication control 
IE^:e-1\394 standard. 

claim 34, wherein the 
1^ a configuration ROM. 
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36. The system acoording to claim 35, wherein the 
predetermined memor^ area is a node dependent info directory 
of the conf iguratVon ROM. 

37. A method of controlling an information processing 
apparatus having communication means for connecting a 
plurality of external apparatuses so as to allow 
communication/ comprising: 

the acquisition step of acquiring function information 
of each apparatus from a predetermined memory area of each 
of the plurality of external apparatuses connected to the 
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^ppT T i i ll II 1 II i n the cQmmu nication_ QQiife^^o±'"'''m^ans ; and 

the display step of displaying conne^ction statuses of 

the plurality of external apparatuses ycogether with the 

function information acquired in the/acquisition step. 

38. The method according to claim /37, further comprising: 
the detection step of detectang a function, which can 

be realized by a combination of/ the plurality of external 

apparatuses, on the basis of th4 information acquired in the 

acquisition step; and 



the present, 
detected in the 
39. A method 
system connected 
apparatuses via c 

the acquisiti 
communication mea 



micatic 



10 the present^^a^tipn ^tej6 of presenting the function 

detecti'bi^ step to a user^ 

an irrjjeil'mation processing 
of information processing 
n means comprising: 
step df acquiring, via the 

iXst information processing 
apparatus as at J/east one of the plurality of information 
processing apparatuses, function information of each 
apparatus from p. predetermined memory area of an information 
20 processing apg^aratus connected to the first information 
processing apparatus; and 

the display step of displaying connection statuses of 
the pluralijcy of information processing apparatuses together 
with the function information acquired in the acquisition 
25 step in tme first information processing apparatus. 

40. The method according to claim 39, wherein the first 
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^-U^ rmation procGcoing ap p ai-- afais^^£iarth er gomprises: 

the detection step of detecting a fi/nction, which can 

be realized a combination of the plura/ity of external 

apparatuses, on the basis of' the function information 

acquired in the acquisition step; ar 

the presentation step of pr^enting the function 

detected in the detectioni step t^ 

41. A storage medium wh%ch st/Sres a control program for 
controlling an infc/rmation ^Vcessing a^aratus having 
communication mean^ for connQ^t^rnrraplurality of external 



cation, the control program 



apparatuses so as to\allow coi]?(mun: 
comprising codes of^ 

the acquisition\tei6 of acc^uiring function information 
of each apparatus from /V*:ed^termined memory area of each 
of the plurality of exy^ernal apparatuses connected to the 
apparatus via the comfnunication control means; and 

. the display stfep of displaying connection statuses of 
the plurality of external apparatuses together with the 
function information acquired in the acquisition step. 
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